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Pushing the Boundaries 
Fox & Associates - July 2009 Newsletter 

 Welcome  ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ άPushing the BoundariesέΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ΨtŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ŎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ΨƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ 

ǎǘŀŦŦΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ CƻȄ ϧ 

Associates.  Enjoy! 
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!ƘƘƘΣ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǿŜǘ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
hoping for the true, cool, crisp (not so wet) days of mid-winter.  Watching 
the changing sky-scape out of the window is always entertaining as 
another southerly front passes through leaving its white signature on the 
mountains (of course window gazing is a strictly lunch hour activity!!) 
 
Since our last newsletter the economic climate has probably not 
significantly worsened or improved.  Fox & Associates is not feeling this 
chill as much as some other organisations, but like everyone else we hope 
for improvement while planning for the worst case scenario. 
 
We note (and applaud) the recent move by the Central Otago District 
Council to defer Development Contributions until a property is sold (visit 
our website to see our blog).  This is one small way to encourage 
developers to stay in the game. 
 
Included in this newsletter is the second part of our article regarding 
proposed changes to the Resource Management Act.  Recently I read an 
article about the proposed changes that stated: 
 

Words that could apply to all areas of life!   
Michael Martin 

 
 

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
ǿƘȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
ñ 
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Land Development Tip #3 - Completion of Works 

In our previous issue we discussed the second phase in the land development process ς Design 
and Consents.  In this issue we explore the Completion of Works Phase.  The full process is 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά5ŜƳȅǎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ - contact us for a copy today. 

It is critical to have the right people involved with your project as they will resolve (not create) 
problems and the work will typically be conducted in a cost effective manner.  To this end Fox & 
Associates have developed relationships with a number of reputable Contractors and can guide 
you through this important selection process. 

Fox & Associates prepare the Construction 
Contract Documentation and issue them to a 
select number of Contractors for tendering.  The 
Contractors then submit their prices back to us so 
we can review their tenders and make a 
recommendation to the Client as to who to 
award the contract to. 

A typical set of contract documents consist of; 
Engineering and Servicing Plans, Construction 
Specification (detailing the works and 
construction standards), Copies of any Consents, 
Contractors price and the conditions of the 
contract between the Client and Contractor 

Fox & Associates not only design the construction works, but also act as project managers to the 
contract works, undertaking the engineering set out, as-built surveys, contract administration, 
and running regular site meetings so as to keep all parties informed of progress and costs. 

When the works are nearly complete Fox & Associates place the survey reference and boundary 
marks in accordance with the approved subdivision consent plan(s).  Upon completion of the 
survey fieldwork the survey data sets are prepared and our quality assurance checks are applied.  

 

Two sorts of survey plans are prepared: 

Â The Title Plan shows the boundary dimensions and allotment 
(section) areas. 

Â The Survey Plan shows how the survey work was undertaken 
and the measurements observed to place the boundary marks. 

In Summary: 

Â It is advantageous to have the Designer project manage the 
contract works as this can avoid potential development 
compromises or gaps in understanding of the design intent. 

Â It is also important to engage a good Contractor who can 
operate as part of the development team. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

 

Make sure you get the 
right people for your 
project. 

They will solve your 
problems, not be the cause 
of them. 

Lowest price is not always 
the cheapest price!! 
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NEWS & UPDATES 
Proposed Changes to the RMAτPart Two 

ΨtŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻΩ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
Management Act 1991.  

5. Improving resource consent processes:   
Issue:  Official statistics indicate that 74% of non-notified consents and 56% of notified consents 
are processed on time, this leaves many consents not processed within the time limits. 

RMA Proposal:  [ƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ΨǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƭƻŎƪΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ 
for further information from applicants.  Require all Councils to develop a discount policy in 
respect of late consent processing, within 12 months of enactment. 

6. Streamlining decision making:   
Issue:  Applicants, submitters and decision makers are often faced with duplication of process, 
cost and time delays resulting from applications having to go through a Council hearing and then 
be re-heard again in the Environment Court, even though such an appeal was almost inevitable. 

RMA Proposal:  Providing the ability for resource consent applicants or submitters to choose 
whether they have a notified application considered by the local authority elected 
representatives, commissioners or having their application be determined in the Environment 
Court without the need to first go through local authority consenting processes, provided that 
the local authority has first agreed. 

7. Improving workability and compliance:   
Issue:  There is little incentive for offenders to comply with the RMA and Council plans when the 
financial gains to be made from non-compliance are higher than the penalties imposed. 

RMA Proposal:  Raising the maximum fine for committing an offence under the RMA from 
$200,000 to $600,000 for corporate offenders and to $300,000 for private individuals. 

8. Improving national instruments:   
RMA Proposal:  National Policy Statements (NOS) and National Environmental Standards (NES) 
are tools under the RMA which the Government can use to provide direction on specific national, 
regional or local issues.  Central government guidance and direction can simplify the framework 
within which consent authorities make decisions by setting clear environmental thresholds and 
targets, and clarifying relationships between potentially competing national strategies and 
matters of national importance. 

Building on the Hills in Christchurch 

The Christchurch City Council have revised their policy for building consents on the hills.  This is as 
a result of some cases where buildings have been constructed and subsequently found to be 
contravening City Plan rules or registered covenants.  In extreme cases this has resulted in partial 
demolition and alteration to the building and associated consents.   

The Council now require άŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊǎ 
Certificate confirming ground levels, particularly at critical locations where height and recession 
ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜέ.   

When we (at Fox & Associates) undertake such work we include this certification on the face of 
our topographical survey plan. 
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Our Services 

Â Land Development Planning 

Â Urban Design 

Â Engineering Design Services 

Â Project Management 

Â Development Concepts 

Â Resource Consent Applications 

Â Unit/Strata Title Developments 

Â Cross Lease Developments 

Â Housing Layouts 

Â Urban Surveys or Rural Surveys 

Â Boundary Definitions 

Â Site and Topographic Surveys 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΧΦΦ 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ 
.ƻƻǘΩ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ 
Fox & Associates Table Tennis Championship.   Well done to 
Michelle who was runner-up. 

Re-checking the Score! 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƎŀǊƴƛǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻƳŀǘƻΩ 
challenge which was won by Carl.  There were some ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩ creations ranging 
from tomato houses to tomato trees and then there were those who just ate their 
tomatoes...  Carl is now the proud owner of the Golden Boot trophy until the next 
challenge.  Stay tuned! 

INTRODUCING CALVIN WATSON 

Calvin joined the team at Fox and Associates in late 2006 after completing four 
years study in Dunedin.  Although originally from Wellington, Calvin was keen to 
stay in the South Island to take advantage of the great outdoor opportunities on 
offer and Christchurch provided a good base for this and a nice change of scene. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ CƻȄ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴŜ ŀǎ L ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŦƛǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
benefit of that is I have not only furthered my surveying knowledge but I have also 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

άCƻȄ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
range of projects providing different challenges and helping build my surveying skills.  They pride 
themselves on the work they produce and strive to achieve high quality results for their clients and 
L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ [ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎΦέ 

Calvin is a keen multisporter and has competed in many events around the South Island.  His next 
major goal is to compete in the 2010 Coast to Coast Longest Day. 
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