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trust you enjoyed our first newsletter and hope that the information we
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a two part series on some important aspects of the proposed changes to the
Rescurce Management Act.

New Staff at F & A
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The summer holidays have come and ganghey now seem a distant
memory as we have been back at work for the last couple of months.

There have been several changes since our last newsletter and possibly of
the greatest national importance other than the financial crisis is the

. election of a new Government. It is my great hope the National/Act/

Maori Party coalition will deliver on the padection promise to reduce
the amount of bureaucracy that has crept in to our everyday lives

especially in the land development/construction industry.

In this issue we offer a summary of the proposed changes to the RMA
which, to an extent, rule a significant part of our working life.

In February we held the first of our seminars, being K@‘
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which you would like to know more about, please feel, L
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free to contact us. N “/

Thanks to those who provided feedback on our first newsletter
obviously many of you found the articles informative and interesting. We
hope you find this issue just as stimulating!

Carl Fox
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DID YOU KNOW??

Land Development Tip #2Design and Consents

In our previous issue we discussed the first phase in the land development procgssping. In
this issue we will discuss tti@esign and Consent Phases

Firstly, sufficient and good quality site data needs to be collected to form the foundation for all of
the design effort. Information regarding the site can be acquired from a wide variety of third
party sources. If this existing data is not sufficient, then Fox & Associates are able to carry ou
fieldwork to acquire it directly. It then requires professional judgement and experience to
effectively combine the data, extracting the essential information and eliminating the distracting
or unnecessary data. Fox & Associates utilise sophisticated software to combine and present thi
data in a useable format as the base data for designs.

The next essential step is to employ the appropriaf-¥; _
design philosophy to achieve desirable environment n Ultimately, the long term
and urban design outcomes. success of your project

This involves reviewing the base data against t will : hinge  upon t.he
scope (phase 1) and employing a complimenta quality of the design
design philosophy that recognises the uniqu philosophy employed
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ecological and social environment.

The design has to be carried out with an awareness of Local Authority Rules. The requirec
outcomes need to be balanced against these rules, with some judgement required where the
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of the proposal. The various activity categories range from complying/controlled; restricted; fully
discretionary; norcomplying nomotified; notified; or not permitted (in the worst case) .

The more complying the activity status of your project the quicker and easier it will be to obtain
the necessary consents (including Subdivision, Land Use, Building, Engineering and Dischar
Consents). The range and type of consents required will differ depending on the particular local
authority involved and the actual proposal.

Obviously the design process is iterative, with proposals being reviewed as the design progresse
and amendments being made to allow greater compliance and/or achieving better design
outcomes.

In Summary:

A Obtain the necessary base data and utilise appropriate design ﬁ

O
philosophy f‘ “
A Determine what consents are required, the activity status and if they | “ DE

are economically achievable

A Consider redesigns to alter the Activity Status of the project to make
consenting quicker and easier to achieve




NEWS & UPDATES

Proposed Changes to the RMAPart One
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If you require this information immediately then please contact us for a copy g
the full report.

1. Removing frivolous, vexatious and artompetitive objections: @1
The ability for almost any person to object or appeal under the RMA is currel £
sometimes being exploited by trade competitors with the effect that the
economy is less efficient and productive and with some objections achieving
few benefits, if any, to the environment or society.

rl .

The proposals reinstate the powers of the Environment Court to award security
for cost and thus should act as a disincentive against making appeals of dubious
meritt particularly those likely to be judged frivolous or vexatious.

2. Streamlining processes for projects of national significance:

Major projects have in the past been subject to unreasonable delays and to inconsistent rulings
as to their benefits on a national level. The intention of the reforms is to make greater use of the
existing Board of Inquiry process.

A final decision on applications of national importance must be made within 9 months of the date
of notification although the Minister shall have the power to extend this.

3. Creating an Environmental Protection Authority:

As a transitional measure, this package of reforms proposes to establish the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) as a statutory office. One of the functions for a new EPA is to
centralise some regulatory roles which are best exercised on a nationwide basis.

4. Improving plan development and plan change processes:
Remove the ability for appellants to make general challenges or challenges that seek the
withdrawal of entire proposed policy statements and plans!!
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New Staff at Fox & Associates

- ® Y INTRODUCING REBECCA TEAGUE

Rebecca joined the Fox & Associates team in May 2008 as our Office Manager.
. S01 Aa 2 dzNIKNB ROR $yKRrods | BfEENBat& #nd the great
./ & outdoors. Along with ensuring that things run as smoothly as possible, she is
' ¥ responsible for all of the accounts and administration functions in the office, so
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. advice on cars or fishing!)




